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• Authority record 

• Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.) 

Identity area 

Type of entity 

Corporate body 

Authorized form of name 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.) 

Description area 

Dates of existence 

1929-1987 

History 

Doctors Hospital was a voluntary hospital 

on the Upper East Side of New York City 

which catered to affluent private patients. It 

was located at 170 East End Avenue 

https://archives.mssm.edu/actor/browse


between 87th and 88th Streets, overlooking 

Carl Schurz Park and Gracie Mansion. 

The hospital was founded in the late 1920s 

by a group of socially prominent doctors and 

investors to meet the growing demand for 

private hospital rooms. Hospitals, by this 

time, had replaced the home as the primary 

site of medical treatment for patients of all 

social classes, but New York City's hospitals 

had a limited supply of rooms for affluent 

patients who did not want to be housed on 

public wards. 

The cornerstone of the hospital building was 

laid on April 30, 1929, and the hospital 

opened to patients on February 19, 1930. On 

its opening, the fourteen-story building 

contained 264 private rooms, with an 

additional 32 hotel-like rooms in which 

patients' relatives could stay during 

treatment. It had no wards. Nicknamed the 



“hotel hospital"" for its lavish interiors, its 

rooms were decorated in an early American 

style and included conveniences such as 

private iceboxes, which aimed at replicating 

the comforts of home for its wealthy 

patients. The founding medical staff of the 

hospital consisted of 182 doctors and 

surgeons. 

The hospital was founded as a for-profit 

corporation and was expected to yield a 

return for its shareholders. In 1932, 

however, the shares of the hospital were 

turned over to a charitable foundation and 

the hospital was reorganized as a voluntary 

institution. Many believed this decision to 

have been motivated primarily by tax 

purposes. In 1941 the city brought a suit 

against the hospital for payment of back 

taxes, arguing that because it catered to 

private patients and did not offer charity 

care, it was not entitled to the hospital 



property tax exemption. The State Supreme 

Court ruled in favor of the city, but the 

ruling was overturned by the Appellate 

Division in 1944, which held that the 

exemption applied equally to all voluntary 

hospitals regardless of their patient 

demographics. Throughout the middle 

decades of the twentieth century the hospital 

continued to serve New York's social elite as 

a place for medical treatment in a genteel 

private setting. 

« 

Relationships area 

Related entity 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division (1987-2004)  

Identifier of related entity 

NA2349  

https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y
https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division
https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division


Category of relationship 

temporal  

Type of relationship 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division  

is the successor of 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.) 

Description of relationship 

Beth Israel Medical Center acquired Doctors 

Hospital in 1987. It first renamed the 

location to Beth Israel North, then the Singer 

Division.  

 

 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division 

• Authority record 
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• Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 
N.Y.). Singer Division 

Identity area 

Type of entity 

Corporate body 

Authorized form of name 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division 

Other form(s) of name 

• Beth Israel North 

Description area 

Dates of existence 

1987-2004 

History 



In 1987, Doctors Hospital was acquired by 

Beth Israel Medical Center. By 1992 it had 

been renamed Beth Israel Hospital North, 

and in 1998 it was renamed the Beth Israel 

Medical Center Singer Division in honor of 

Beth Israel donors Herbert and Nell Singer. 

Beth Israel closed the hospital in 2004. The 

following year, the building was torn down 

and replaced by luxury residences. 

« 

Relationships area 

Related entity 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.) (1929-

1987)  

Identifier of related entity 

NA0133  

Category of relationship 

https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division
https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y


temporal  

Type of relationship 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.)  

is the predecessor of 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division 

Description of relationship 

Beth Israel Medical Center acquired Doctors 

Hospital in 1987. It first renamed the 

location to Beth Israel North, then the 

Singer Division.  

Related entity 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, N.Y.). 

Singer Division. Board of Trustees (1987-

2004)  

Identifier of related entity 

https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y
https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division-board-of-trustees
https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division-board-of-trustees


NA2369  

Category of relationship 

hierarchical  

Type of relationship 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, N.Y.). 

Singer Division. Board of Trustees  

is controlled by 

Beth Israel Medical Center (New York, 

N.Y.). Singer Division 

Control area 

Authority record identifier 

NA2349  

Rules and/or conventions used 

Local 

https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y  

https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division-board-of-trustees
https://archives.mssm.edu/beth-israel-medical-center-new-york-n-y-singer-division-board-of-trustees
https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y


Related entity 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.). Board 

of Directors (1929-1987)  

Identifier of related entity 

NA0134  

Category of relationship 

hierarchical  

Type of relationship 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.). Board 

of Directors  

is controlled by 

Doctors Hospital (New York, N.Y.) 

Control area 

Authority record identifier 

NA0133  

https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y-board-of-directors
https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y-board-of-directors
https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y-board-of-directors
https://archives.mssm.edu/doctors-hospital-new-york-n-y-board-of-directors


Rules and/or conventions used 

Local 

Status 

Final 

Sources 

“The Doctors' Hospital," New York Times, 

May 4, 1929; “Doctors' Hospital Keeps 

Cures Hidden," New York Times, February 

10, 1930; “Doctors Hospital Receives 

Patients," New York Times, February 20, 

1930; “Doctors Hospital Loses Suit on Tax," 

New York Times, November 28, 1941; 

“Doctors Hospital Wins Tax-Exemption 

Plan," New York Times, May 13, 1944; 

“These Days, You Have to Be Ill to Get Into 

Doctors Hospital," New York Times, 

December 27, 1970. 
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General information

Location Manhattan, New York
City

Opened 1929

Closed 2004

Demolished 2005

Doctors Hospital (Manhattan)
Doctors Hospital was a hospital located at 170 East End Avenue,
between 87th and 88th Streets opposite Gracie Mansion in the
Yorkville neighborhood of the Upper East Side of Manhattan,
New York City. It served as the primary maternity hospital for
uptown Manhattan births (Manhattan General served as such for
Lower Manhattan). It was also known as a "fashionable treatment
center for the well-to-do."[1]

The 14 floor hospital was founded in 1929 as Doctors Hospital. Patients included Huguette Clark, Michael
Jackson, Marilyn Monroe, Robert Mueller, Jacqueline Susann, James Thurber, Clare Boothe Luce, Werner
Hegemann, Oveta Culp Hobby, Charna Eisenberg and Eugene O'Neill.[1]

Additional names treated or those that died at Doctors Hospital were Theodore Hardeen, also known as
Hardeen, Houdini's brother and a magician in his own right, who died at the age of 69 after a routine
surgery in 1945.[2] Socialite Ann Woodward, wife of banking heir William Woodward, Jr., was treated for
shock at Doctors Hospital in 1955 after mistakenly shooting her husband.[3]

It was acquired by Beth Israel Medical Center in 1987.

In 2001, the medical facility had about 210 beds and more than 800 employees. The hospital was closed in
August 2004 and sold along with two nearby apartment buildings for $166.5 million. The building was
razed in 2005 and replaced with a new 19 story, 110 unit residential condominium building.[4][5]

1. Bill Dedman, Paul Clark Newell, Jr., Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark
and the Loss of one of the World's Greatest Fortunes, London: Atlantic Books, 2013, p. 228

2. "Hardeen Dead, 69. Houdini's Brother. Illusionist, Escape Artist, a Founder of Magician's
Guild. Gave Last Show May 29.". New York Times. June 13, 1945. "Theodore Hardeen, a
brother of the late Harry Houdini, illusionist and a prominent magician in his own right, died
yesterday in the Doctors Hospital. His age was 69."

3. Susan Braudy, "This Crazy Thing Called Love: The Golden World and Fatal Marriage of
Ann and Billy Woodward", New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1992

4. 170 East End Avenue (http://www.thecityreview.com/ues/eeave/eea170.html), The City
Review, retrieved 24 August 2010

5. Siwolop, Sana (30 March 2005), "COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE: REGIONAL MARKET --
Manhattan; For Nonprofits, Owning Is Becoming the Wave of the Past", The New York
Times, New York

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Doctors_Hospital_(Manhattan)&oldid=1104091268"
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Mount Sinai Beth Israel
Mount Sinai Health System

Jack and Belle Linsky Pavilion of the

Petrie Division on First Avenue and
16th Street in Manhattan. This façade

has appeared in many sitcoms,
including Friends.

Geography

Location First Avenue at 16th
Street, Manhattan,

Beth Israel Medical Center as seen
from Stuyvesant Square

Mount Sinai Beth Israel

Mount Sinai Beth Israel is a 799-bed teaching hospital in
Manhattan.[1] It is part of the Mount Sinai Health System, a
nonprofit health system formed in September 2013 by the
merger of Continuum Health Partners and Mount Sinai
Medical Center, and an academic affiliate of the Icahn School
of Medicine at Mount Sinai. The Mount Sinai Health System's
school of nursing, Mount Sinai Phillips School of Nursing
(PSON), was founded at Beth Israel Hospital in 1902.

Beth Israel is Hebrew for "House of Israel." The hospital was
incorporated as Beth Israel Hospital on May 28, 1890, by a
group of 40 Orthodox Jews on the Lower East Side of
Manhattan, each of whom paid 25 cents to set up a hospital
dedicated to serving immigrant Jews living in the tenement
slums of the Lower East Side of Manhattan. At the time, most
of New York's hospitals would not treat Jewish patients. It
initially opened a dispensary at 206 Broadway in 1891, and
moved to Jefferson and Cherry Streets in 1895.[2] In 1902, the
hospital established its nursing school, today known as Mount
Sinai Phillips School of Nursing (PSON). On March 12, 1929,
it moved to First Avenue and 16th Street, facing Stuyvesant
Square, and the old building was converted into an old age
home, the Home of Old Israel.[3][4][5] It purchased its neighbor
Manhattan General Hospital in 1964 and was renamed Beth
Israel Medical Center on March 10, 1965.[6]

Coordinates: 40.7335°N 73.9826°W

History
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New York, United
States

Coordinates 40.7335°N 73.9826°W

Organization

Funding Non-profit hospital

Type Teaching

Affiliated
university

Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount
Sinai

Network Mount Sinai Health
System

Services

Emergency
department

Level II trauma center

Beds 799[1]

History

Opened 1889[1]

Links

Website www.mountsinai.org
/locations/beth-israel
(http://www.mountsina
i.org/locations/beth-isr
ael)

Lists Hospitals in New York

Other links Hospitals in
Manhattan

By then it had extended beyond its Jewish base and served the
entire population of Lower Manhattan including Manhattan's
Lower East Side, Chinatown, Gramercy, the West Village, and
Chelsea. In 1988 it had the largest network of heroin-treatment
clinics in the United States with 7,500 patients and 23
facilities.[7] It acquired Doctors Hospital on the Upper East
Side in the 1990s, renaming it Beth Israel Medical Center-
Singer Division, and Kings Highway Hospital Center in
Brooklyn in 1995, renaming it Beth Israel Medical Center-
Kings Highway Division. In 2004, the Singer Division closed
and the Manhattan inpatient operations were consolidated in
the buildings on First Avenue at 16th Street in Manhattan.

As of 2010 Mount Sinai Beth Israel had residency training
programs in nearly every major field of medicine including
Emergency Medicine, Internal Medicine, Surgery,
Otolaryngology, Oral and maxillofacial surgery, Radiology,
Family Medicine, Dermatology, Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Neurology, Ophthalmology, Pathology, Psychiatry, Podiatry,
and Urology. Mount Sinai Beth Israel also has a department of
Chiropractic,[8] Music Therapy, and Acupuncture.

On November 22, 2013, the name of Beth Israel Medical
Center was changed to Mount Sinai Beth Israel as a part of the
merger with Mount Sinai to form the Mount Sinai Health
System.

On May 25, 2016, Mount Sinai announced a significant
restructuring and downsizing, with plans to build a new
hospital with only 70 inpatient beds on a site several blocks
away, after which the main hospital on 16th Street would close
and be sold.[9]

On June 11, 2017, the hospital's Labor and Delivery
Department closed, followed by the hospital's "Continuum Center for Health and Healing" later in the
year.[10][11]

The relocation plan, which would have the new facility open in 2023 and share a campus with the New
York Eye and Ear Infirmary[12] was approved by the state on February 6, 2020,[13] however on June 15,
2021, the hospital announced they would no longer be relocating.[14]

In 2023, citing financial loss, Mount Sinai announced plan for closure of Beth Israel Hospital over the
coming years and on October 26 announced a tentative closing date of July 12, 2024.[15][16]

1. "About the hospital" (http://www.mountsinai.org/locations/beth-israel/about). Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai. Retrieved April 14, 2017.

2. Walsh, James J. (1919). History of Medicine in New York – Three Centuries of Medical
Progress (https://books.google.com/books?id=jiswAAAAYAAJ&pg=1). New York, N.Y.:
National Americana Society. Retrieved October 4, 2015.
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