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This artist's concept shows:
supergiant Polaris A, dwarf

Polaris Ab, and the distant
.dwarf companion Polaris B

Ursa Major and Ursa Minor in
relation to Polaris

Space Telescope
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A typical Northern Hemisphere star trail with
Polaris in the center

Distant stars
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Apparent parallax
motion of near star
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"Parallax angle
=1 arc second
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1 Parsec
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1AU

Earth's motion around Sun

Stellar parallax is the basis for the

parsec, which is the distance from
the Sun to an astronomical object
which has a parallax angle of one

arcsecond. (1 au and 1 pc are not to
(scale, 1 pc = about 206265 au
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