
•  Posadist Fourth International: This Trotskyist 

tendency is also known, simply, as Posadism. It was 

started by Homero Rómulo Cristalli Frasnelli (MP3 

audio file). However, he was known by the pseudonym 

of J. Posadas (MP3 audio file). He was, in addition, 

interested in the subjects of extraterrestrial life and 

flying saucers. Trotsky’s opposition to Joseph Stalin’s 

socialism in one country extended to Posadas’ 

opposition to socialism on one planet.  

 

“In definitions given by [Karl] Marx, [Friedrich] 

Engels, [Vladimir] Lenin and [Leon] Trotsky, there is 

either capitalist State or Workers State, and no other 

form of State. But in this historic stage, the world 

revolutionary process advances, and will continue to 

advance, by creating local and global conditions of 

power dualities. States and governments keep their 

capitalist nature and motives, but in some countries, 

the State must adopt functions, structures, relations 

and property forms that escape the capitalist system. 

The fundamentals of those States – or most of the 

fundamentals – stay as in the capitalist system, but 

their new norms are not strictly capitalist. Indeed 

these are harmful to the capitalist system, and there is 

an internal process of power dualities. 

 

“How do you define this evolution in history that 

Marx and Engels did not foresee? We call it the 
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Revolutionary State. We do not say ‘Revolutionary 

Government’ because governments change whilst the 

Revolutionary State does not. The latter challenges the 

existence of capitalism with property structures, 

modes of operation and interior relations rooted in 

conditions that no longer depend on the accumulation 

of capital. Anyone opposed to it must first launch a 

counter-revolutionary coup.” 

 

[J. Posadas. The Revolutionary State, Its Transitory 

Role and the Construction of Socialism. London: 

SCPE. 2012. Page 8.] 

 

“In definitions given by [Karl] Marx, [Friedrich] 

Engels, [Vladimir] Lenin and [Leon] Trotsky, there is 

either capitalist State or Workers State, and no other 

form of State. But in this historic stage, the world 

revolutionary process advances, and will continue to 

advance, by creating local and global conditions of 

power dualities. States and governments keep their 

capitalist nature and motives, but in some countries, 

the State must adopt functions, structures, relations 

and property forms that escape the capitalist system. 

The fundamentals of those States – or most of the 

fundamentals – stay as in the capitalist system, but 

their new norms are not strictly capitalist. Indeed 

these are harmful to the capitalist system, and there is 

an internal process of power dualities.” 



 

[J. Posadas. The Revolutionary State, Its Transitory 

Role and the Construction of Socialism. London: 

Scientific, Cultural and Political Editions. 2014. Page 

7.] 

 

“Everything that is not of commercial use, or does 

not serve to facilitate the existence and perpetuation of 

capitalist power, does not interest them. But since 

society must live and the proletariat and socialism 

must advance, these things stimulate people in the 

capitalist system to concern themselves with the 

existence of beings on other planets. So too in the 

workers’ states. The existence of flying saucers and 

living beings on other planets is a phenomena that the 

dialectical conception of history can admit. The most 

immediate consequence we can draw is that, if these 

beings do exist, they must have a societal organisation 

superior to our own. Their appearances are not the 

effect of bellicose or aggressive sentiments.… 

 

“We must appeal to the beings on other planets, 

when they come here, to intervene and collaborate 

with Earth’s inhabitants in suppressing poverty. We 

must make this call to them. It is possible to make 

ourselves understood to them. We must not, of course, 

expect that they will understand immediately. But we 

must make appeals to them, if we believe that they 



can, indeed, exist. If we have any possibility of making 

contact with them, we must not fall into individual 

scientific curiosity, out of some desire to see where 

they come from and to visit other planets. 

 

“We must unite with them, they who seem more 

powerful than human beings, such that they will come 

and help us resolve Earth’s problems. Then we can 

concern ourselves with going to see what other planets 

are like, how life and matter are organised, and 

everything regarding nature. But most important is 

first to resolve the problems of humanity on Earth. We 

do not have a fantasist or idealist position with regard 

to flying saucers. As we accept that they exist, we want 

to use all means at hand, including those from outside 

of this planet. When we seriously reach a scientific 

discovery, we must try to use it to the benefit of 

humanity.… 

 

“Means of interpretation superior to Marxism will 

arise – not because Marxism is incorrect – but because 

humanity will reach some better understanding. The 

dialectic will be part of some superior tool. All these 

people who accept the existence of flying saucers do so 

without the impulse or the will to develop scientific 

understanding, but simply because they are obliged to 

recognise a real event for what it is. But they do not 

have the systematic spirit or the objectivity to make 



use of the understanding that they have, in the social 

terrain. For example, if life does exist on other planets, 

this means that there exist superior forms of social 

organisation, which do not oblige them to live as we do 

here, with wars. All those who accept the existence of 

flying saucers, have only reported them. Like someone 

projecting a light onto a wall and saying ‘this is a 

light.’ They draw no conclusions.… 

 

“… We believe that extra-terrestrial beings may 

exist, as well as flying saucers. This also holds, basing 

ourselves on the knowledge we have thanks to 

dialectics, with regard to the organisation of matter. 

There is no reason, for example, that reproduction 

must always take place by means of couples. There 

may also be self-reproduction, as is the case for the 

amoeba.” 

[J. Posadas. Flying saucers, the process of matter and 

energy, science, the revolutionary and working-class 

struggle and the socialist future of mankind (26 June 

1968). David Broder, translator. Pacifica, California: 

Marxists Internet Archive (Marxists.org) ebook 

edition. 2012. Web. No pagination.] 

 

“[J.] Posadas was an Argentinean Trotskyist and, at 

one point, a relatively well known football player. 

During the 1940s and 1950s he came to the leadership 

of Fourth International affiliates in Latin America, 



known later for their role in the Cuban revolution. 

Beginning in the late 1960s Posadas also become quite 

renowned, or rather infamous, for his views on UFOs. 

Posadas’ logic flows in quite a simple way: as [Karl] 

Marx tells us, more technologically advanced societies 

are more socially advanced. Because of this, the 

existence of space aliens demonstrates the existence of 

intergalactic socialism, as the level of technology and 

social cooperation necessary to advance interstellar 

travel could only be produced by a communist society. 

The goal of the party, therefore, should be to establish 

contact with the communist space aliens, who would 

take part in furthering revolution on this planet. 

While [Leon] Trotsky argued against the possibility of 

communism in one country, Posadas took the 

technological fetish to its logical conclusion, that there 

could not be communism on one planet ….” [Stevphen 

Shukaitis, “Space is the (non)place: Martians, 

Marxists, and the outer space of the radical 

imagination.” The Sociological Review. Volume 57, 

supplement 1, May 2009. Pages 98-113.] 
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science, the revolutionary and working-class struggle 

and the socialist future of mankind 

(26 June 1968) 

 

J. Posadas: Les soucoupes volantes, le processus de la matière et de l’énergie, la science, la 

lutte de classes et revolutionnaire et le future socialiste de l’humanité, Paris: Éditions Réed, 

1968. 

Originally published in 1968 as a pamphlet in French. 

Translated and transcribed by David Broder. 

Marked up by Einde O’ Callaghan for the Encyclopaedia of Trotskyism On-Line (ETOL). 

 

Life can exist on other planets, in other solar systems, in other galaxies and universes. 

The passage of matter from the inorganic to the organic state could take place in a different 

manner to how it does on Earth, such that energy could be used in a more effective manner. 

Here, we barely know how to make best use of the oil and, in a very limited fashion, nuclear 

energy that we have at hand. They, on the contrary, may be on the way to exploiting all the 

energy existing in matter. They can use all the energy that we still do not know how to employ 

on Earth, and transform it into light. It could be that matter is organised differently in other 

planetary systems or galaxies, in infinite combinations and in totally different forms to those that 

we know on Earth. We cannot imagine what it is like, but we can imagine very well that there 

may be an organisation of energy infinitely superior to what we have here. In the Soviet Union, 

they have discovered a ray infinitely faster than light, which is something totally new. 

This same ray may have been discovered on other planets millions of years ago, and already 

been used. While we take X amount of time to get from one continent to another, they perhaps 

do it in a half-second. The conception of life and the organisation of matter are determined by all 

such things. This energy must contain a property and force infinitely superior to anything we 

know. We can conceive of a being which, just by raising its hand, can produce light, draw energy 

to it, push it away, and organise it. It is possible. We are habituated to seeing and conceiving of 

life on Earth, in the commercial sense of private property, the feeling of possession, which is the 

basis of social development before the coming of the workers’ state. It is this that determines the 

purpose of life and its relation with other planets. When they plan a journey to another planet, 

they do so in order to see how to exploit and dominate it, because science is subjected to those 

who pay for it. Science is not independent. 
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It is not the same thing as when you plant a plant, to reap what you want from this. In this case, 

even if we are subject to nature, we determine what happens. Science, on the contrary, is subject 

to those who finance it. Astronomers, physicists, where should they go to find the equipment for 

their research? They cannot do so, without money. They are not, as individuals, rich enough to 

pay for these things and also get by. It is the capitalist state, or indeed the Soviet state, that has 

the means to pay. They can thus install their equipment, but they limit their capacities to 

capitalist interests or the bureaucratic limitations imposed by the leadership of the workers’ state. 

That is why our knowledge of physics, of matter, of astronomy is still at only an embryonic 

stage. We still have no real knowledge of what exists. We constantly correct the very basis of 

discoveries, whether for Newton, Einstein or all the others. The forms and combinations of 

matter are infinite. There are forces within it that we do not utilise. We must discover the power 

of what it is possible to do. The force that allows us to raise our arms is called ‘kinetic energy’. 

Why this energy? What is it that impels the activity of the cells? There is no outside force. It is 

an internal movement. What is this force? The force that impels movement is a source of energy, 

which must have a primary form of development even before it lifts the arm, because there 

already exists the capacity that allows us to conceive, in our spirits, of the need to raising our 

arms. 

One Japanese scholar advanced a conclusion, rather like our own, concerning earthquakes: he 

said that it was criminal to waste the energy made by these earthquakes. It is possible to make an 

system drilling into the Earth – like a sort of radar – measuring all the movements, the gases 

within the Earth, its interior shifts due to gas or to the rotations of the Sun and the Earth, of 

which scientists are still unaware. The Japanese scholar also said that we could predict, contain 

and, indeed, make use of this energy. We said the same thing at the time of the Chilean 

earthquake of 1961. 

Scientific knowledge is still limited as regards understanding the organisation of matter that has 

permitted a certain form of life and reproduction on Earth. Our scientific capacity is limited as a 

result of the missed possibilities of such a study, as well as being limited by lack of financial 

means. It is the capitalists who have these means in hand. They have capitalist interests. This is a 

very significant limitation. 

Moreover, our capacity and audacity for making further observations are limited by the 

conception of the world established by the appropriation and utilisation of property. Our 

knowledge is limited by particular interests and social prejudices. This is evidently the case, for 

example, as regards heart transplants. Capitalist mentalities prevent the bourgeoisie from having 

any perspective, impeding them from taking an interest in the world and limiting their daring to 

observe it. If they had audacity and resolution, they would realise that they have gone awry and 

that their existence is no longer justified. Their interests limit and box them in. They place the 

same limits on science, chemistry and medicine. Conversely, there is no reason why this should 

be so on other planets. 

The class struggle does not have to exist. On Earth, on the contrary, the process of history has 

played out like this. There is no reason why the same should be true of other planets. The 

organisation of society could take on infinitely superior forms, without struggle and antagonisms. 

There is no reason for fighting. If beings on other planets saw us, they would say, astonished: 



‘Oh! They are fighting over a car, shooting, killing each other!’ For them, death does not exist. 

Here, it does. The notion of death, the extinction of matter or of cells is not the same everywhere. 

For elephants, life lasts 260 years. For human beings, 100 (and on average 70-80). If the elephant 

can live for 260 years, it is because the organisation of matter, in this form, allows for such a 

long life. But why can we not imagine living as long, in a different form to the elephant? Without 

a trunk… why not? We do not know if beings exist in other systems or galaxies, nor how they 

are constituted. 

But we believe that they could exist. It is possible that beings will come to study Earth, what life 

is like here, beings who departed their homes for Earth a million years ago. For us, that 

corresponds to a million years. But for them it is an insignificant figure, a normal amount. They 

may well not be subject to our notion of time. Time has always been and remains a notion picked 

up by a society divided into classes. Such a society needed to measure time in order to exploit 

nature. Hence this division of time. 

Otherwise, there is no reason for its existence. Certainly, we have to deal with periods of time, 

weather and the seasons – spring, summer, autumn, winter. But there is no reason why there 

should be seasons on other planets. Why does it have to rain? This apart, time is of no 

significance. This interest in measuring time is relative to nature, to its effects on life, to the 

effect of energy on the organism and to due dates and billing. On other planets, there is no reason 

why this should be so. For example, no-one has to pay debts by a certain time or needs a heart 

transplant. A being on another planet who saw a heart-transplant operation would say ‘what is 

that they’re making?’ The notion that we have of the origin of life is something that we have 

learned. 

But each year, corrections are made to it. For example, the date of the appearance of human 

beings on Earth: at first people spoke of 500,000 years ago, then a million years, and now that 

the first anthropoid appeared some 17 million years ago. 

  

The dialectical conception of history 

All the news of UFOs (unidentified flying objects) around the various parts of the world 

coincide. There are many coincidences, not all of which are exaggerations. We believe and 

accept that these beings exist. The majority of people who have seen them say that they are 

normal beings; and the people who speak of them say that they do not believe in ghosts or spirits. 

Many people have already seen UFOs. General MacArthur, that Yankee murderer, said with 

regard to the disappearance of a plane that had struck a strange object: ‘perhaps we – together 

with the Soviets – will have to make war against an enemy arriving from outside Earth’. But 

conciliation of this type has its limits. Capitalism has no interest in UFOs and, as such, makes no 

research into them. It has no interest in occupying itself with these matters because they cannot 

reap profits, nor are they useful to capitalism. But people see in UFOs the possibility of 

advancement and progress. This thus accelerates the fall of the bourgeoisie, shown in all its 

uselessness. All the people who say that they have seen extra-terrestrials, UFOs, coincide in the 

fact that these beings have not frightened them, and that they have made themselves understood, 

without using an audible language, showing them that they mean no harm. They do not provoke 



a feeling of alarm, but of serenity. They create sensations of mellowness, suppleness, harmony, 

reassurance. They do not inspire any fear. They must give off a sense of security by their 

movements, by their facial demeanour, or in other ways. None among those who have seen them 

have said ‘I was scared, they frightened me’. On the contrary, they awaken a pleasant sentiment, 

one of respect. They must emit some sort of rays that cause this sensation, if they do exist. None 

among those who have seen them has said that they were attacked. They have shown no interest 

in attacking, violating, stealing, possessing: they have come to observe. 

Starting from the fact of the existence of extra-terrestrial beings, we can accept that UFOs 

also exist. We need to wait for further proof. It is possible that they have appeared, though it is 

also possible that there has been much fantasising, exaggeration or mystical deductions on the 

part of those who have seen them. But there is testimony from people who seem thoughtful. 

Neither the capitalist system nor the bureaucracy [in the workers’ states] have an interest in 

researching this subject, because they cannot draw any commercial, political or military benefit 

from it. Socialism, on the contrary, does have an interest in this, and so too do the masses. 

Capitalism feels that it has been made to look inferior, faced with a system that it sees as 

superior. People draw the conclusion that capitalism is useless. They say ‘Look at that! And you, 

what are you any good for?’ The ruling class feels diminished. If it could draw a military gain 

from doing so, it would conduct research. But capitalism tries, on the contrary, to spread the 

impression that this is fantasy, so people will not think that there are superior forms of relations 

and that capitalism is incapable of reaching this level. The workers’ state will act in a different 

way, because it has an objective interest in developing socialism. But at all events, the facts are 

coming to light in spite of the smokescreens, because there have already been many testimonies. 

The capitalist ruling circles, the chemists, the military, are hiding the facts. But all the 

information still gets published – amidst all the current worry about war, revolutions, the 

preparation of the final settling of accounts between capitalism and the world revolution, the 

constant strikes in anger against the capitalist system, the occupations of factories, of 

universities, of land – because these questions preoccupy the whole world. In spite of all these 

other concerns, people are interested in UFOs. 

We do not know what form they take, or their number, but they must exist, or else they would 

not appear like this. There are reasons enough why capitalists would not invent these matters. 

They could try to use them to distract attention. But all this runs against their interests. They 

could divert attention to a concrete fact. But they do nothing but increase peoples’ certainty that 

the capitalists are no good. Besides, all this concern with UFOs does not stop strikes or factory 

occupations or revolutions, nor the progress towards socialism. The preoccupation with studying 

these phenomena has not yet developed in the workers’ states, given people’s concentration on 

getting by and because the bureaucracy is hiding these matters. It is, certainly, hiding a great 

amount of research that has taken place in the workers’ states. People would see forms of 

existence superior to those we have today. Socialism, on the contrary, has no fear in being 

compared with or integrated into higher forms of progress. 

On the contrary, it seeks out this progress. ‘We have nothing to lose but our chains’. This phrase 

of Marx’s can be applied to everything. Moreover, it is absurd that people are discussing the 

problems with UFOs while millions of others are dying of hunger. It is capitalism and the 

bureaucracy of the workers’ states that have led to this prejudice that exists in the world. There 



are possibilities of exploiting matter that this society is incapable of employing. Capitalism, as 

well as the bureaucracy [in the workers’ states], is aware of this inferiority. In the workers’ 

states, there are researchers who do not measure things in terms of inferiority or superiority, but 

simply note that in other galaxies and planetary systems, in other universes, it is possible to fully 

utilise matter and eliminate all this concern with hunger and class struggle. It is possible to wipe 

the ruling classes out of existence. The system, there, is superior. The inhabitants of other planets 

who come here must consider the Earth’s inhabitants as mad, always fighting one another. The 

notion of struggle, of confrontation, certainly does not exist where they come from. Why fight? 

The historical foundation of the capitalists’ and workers’ states’ bureaucracies’ lack of interest in 

studying UFOs and living beings on other planets is that they see the threat of their own 

elimination. As such they do not interest themselves with the continued existence, the life, of 

human beings. 

Everything that is not of commercial use, or does not serve to facilitate the existence and 

perpetuation of capitalist power, does not interest them. But since society must live and the 

proletariat and socialism must advance, these things stimulate people in the capitalist system to 

concern themselves with the existence of beings on other planets. So too in the workers’ states. 

The existence of flying saucers and living beings on other planets is a phenomena that the 

dialectical conception of history can admit. The most immediate consequence we can draw is 

that, if these beings do exist, they must have a societal organisation superior to our own. Their 

appearances are not the effect of bellicose or aggressive sentiments. 

This means that they have no need for war, that they do not come to Earth with goals of conquest 

in mind. In this planet’s history, when a people has felt itself to be more capable and invaded 

another country, it did so with conquest in mind, in the form of war. The class struggle on Earth 

is the result of the organisation of society into classes, that of the possessors and that of the 

exploited, the bourgeoisie set against the proletariat which wants to overthrow it and build 

socialism. The behaviour of these beings, if it is true that they exist, seems not to be aggressive 

in character. All the people who say that they have seen them, say that none of them were of an 

aggressive disposition or inspired fear in them. All of the say that they awakened their curiosity. 

If these were beings from afar (as we have known in our planet’s history) with swords, 

arquebuses, cannons, stones and rocks, with tools of conquest, they would inspire fear through 

their aggressive behaviour. But these beings come to observe, they try to make it understood that 

they intend no harm. Their behaviour expresses their superior organisation. 

They have no aggressive impulse, they have no need to kill in order to live: they come only 

to observe. We can foresee the existence of such beings, even taking into account the fantasies 

that exist among the reports, stories, observations and statements. If they exist, we must call on 

them to intervene, to help us resolve the problems we have on Earth. The essential task is to 

suppress poverty, hunger, unemployment and war, to give everyone the means to live in dignity 

and to lay the bases for human fraternity. To this end, we must suppress the capitalist system, as 

well as the bureaucracy of the workers’ states and Communist Parties who do not want to seize 

power. The fundamental obstacle we face is the capitalist system. We must suppress the force 

currently in the hands of the capitalist system: nuclear weapons. Destroy all nuclear weapons. 

Destroy the whole military power of the capitalist system, of Yankee, French and British 



imperialism. Appeal to the masses and give them the means immediately to destroy capitalism, 

overcome the bureaucracy of the workers’ states and establish a new society: socialism. 

We must appeal to the beings on other planets, when they come here, to intervene and 

collaborate with Earth’s inhabitants in suppressing poverty. We must make this call to them. 

It is possible to make ourselves understood to them. We must not, of course, expect that they will 

understand immediately. But we must make appeals to them, if we believe that they can, indeed, 

exist. If we have any possibility of making contact with them, we must not fall into individual 

scientific curiosity, out of some desire to see where they come from and to visit other planets. 

We must unite with them, they who seem more powerful than human beings, such that they will 

come and help us resolve Earth’s problems. Then we can concern ourselves with going to see 

what other planets are like, how life and matter are organised, and everything regarding nature. 

But most important is first to resolve the problems of humanity on Earth. We do not have a 

fantasist or idealist position with regard to flying saucers. As we accept that they exist, we want 

to use all means at hand, including those from outside of this planet. When we seriously reach a 

scientific discovery, we must try to use it to the benefit of humanity. 

  

The infinite development of humanity’s scientific capacity 

The longest human life of which we know was 160 years in duration. We can keep our full 

mental faculties intact up to around 80 or 90 years of age. But an elephant, which lives for more 

than 260 years, has a much vaster memory. That means that the length of memory can be 

extended. Extra-terrestrial beings could do so for more than a million years. Have there not been 

over a million years of human existence? And it reproduces itself incessantly, without destroying 

itself, without its reproduction wiping it out. Matter, in the case of mankind, persists by means of 

reproducing itself. It does not disappear. Just one form of the organisation of matter – the form of 

human life – disappears. The matter transforms into something else and takes part in the 

transformation of something else. 

On other planets, matter could transform itself without needing to destroy its state of 

existence, nor its constitution as a living being. It may well not have to be reduced to ashes in 

order to feed something else. What is the meaning of a seed? It is matter in a primary state, 

which stimulates other elements and is reproduced in another form. It may be the case that 

among other beings, there is no need for death for the sake of reproduction. We are not saying 

that this is so, but it is totally possible. Energy is still used in a very mechanical, limited and 

rudimentary fashion. Today, we make use of the transformation of matter into energy, but not the 

energy that already exists in a natural state. This must be done. For example, we could suppress 

all oil refining, necessary to the transformation of this matter into energy. One day, energy will 

come from the air. Electricity is part of the structure and behaviour of matter. We profit from this 

because we have discovered it. But all this is very limited. Tomorrow, electricity will not be 

necessary. Everything that exists is energy. The condition of existence of an object is that it has 

energy. The organisation of the human body, the brain and other organs and senses, is that proper 

to Earth. On other planets it could be very different. We feed ourselves because the human 

organism is constituted in such a fashion as to make feeding ourselves necessary. This suits us 



partly for capitalism’s sake, because otherwise there would be no reason to live in submission to 

this system. The scientific capacity of humanity is determined by societal organisation. The 

organisation of society in terms of private property is very limiting, because the élan, courage 

and audacity it allows for are determined by the interests of individual appropriation. Our 

audacity is thus very limited, because it stops as soon as this interest is satisfied. If the human 

being goes further than this, he has the feeling of having gone too far. This societal limitation 

constrains the capacity of society. In socialist society, society’s capacity will be unlimited. The 

notion of life, existence, society, will be measured by the objective interests of life and progress. 

Existence and progress will be identified with one another. Notions of conservatism, parasitism, 

passivity, will no longer exist. Progress will be existence itself, as in the case of matter. Matter 

does not exist, if it does not progress and transform itself. The same is true for the life of society. 

It does not exist without progress. Society’s condition of existence is progress. Immediately, 

progress will give élan to its capacity and to its audacity, which will be a million times greater 

than those of the private-property system. It will not be limited or determined by what suits 

individual interests. All society will be there to give confidence and reassurance. Common, 

society-wide thought will change the forms of life. For example, in the same time that we today 

need to reach the Moon, we will be able to travel distances of millions of light-years. 

Today, we speak of millions of years. Tomorrow, the measure will not be the same. We will 

easily find ways of solving all the problems deriving from the notions of land, gravity, and 

atmospheric pressure. We will find a response to the essential problem: the capacity of society, 

organised as a single societal thought, will be able to resolve everything. There will not be, as 

there are today, certain people who think, certain faculties, certain universities. Universities exist 

insofar as a division, a separation is made. They serve the exploitation of society for the sake of 

capitalist profits. That is what universities serve for. Tomorrow, we will have no need for them. 

Progress will be common amongst everyone: audacity facing up to nature. This question is 

important for a training in and knowledge of Marxism. Marxist knowledge is unlimited. It does 

not stop at the question of social, economic and political struggles. Understanding existence 

gives the assurance necessary for envisaging the solution of all problems. There is no problem 

beyond the remit of humanity. All the problems of humanity influence one another. The more we 

master knowledge of history, humanity, society and matter, the more confidence we can have in 

addressing problems with resolution and audacity. 

Even without prior preparation and knowledge in a specific field, but scientifically prepared with 

Marxism as our tool, with dialectics, we can address all problems. This is the essential aspect. 

The other is socialist audacity, drawn precisely from the objectivity of Marxism. We are not 

subject to nor dependent on what exists now, nor what will come in future. We are objective and 

our thought has no limits. The only limit is the lack of human capacity to understand more. This 

human capacity is also a product of social relations. That is why in socialist society, human 

capacity and knowledge will be the norm for all of humanity. People will have a scientific 

capacity superior to Marx – which does not at all affect his historical importance. 

The development of history has continued and today there exist conditions that did not exist in 

Marx’s time. In the near future, scientific knowledge and society’s confidence will develop the 

capacity of society. But we are not yet living out socialism. We are still in this society. The 

critical spirit is an essential condition, inherent to Marxism, of its historical force, inexhaustible 



up to the point where there appear superior means of interpretation allowing us to understand the 

processes of nature. The dialectic will be one of its aspects. The critical spirit represents a 

constant feeling of the need for revision, analysis, observation, study, to see what effects and 

what conclusions arise from the development of nature and society. Marxism in itself its 

irreplaceable, because it is a method for understanding the history of the world. 

Means of interpretation superior to Marxism will arise – not because Marxism is incorrect – but 

because humanity will reach some better understanding. The dialectic will be part of some 

superior tool. All these people who accept the existence of flying saucers do so without the 

impulse or the will to develop scientific understanding, but simply because they are obliged to 

recognise a real event for what it is. But they do not have the systematic spirit or the objectivity 

to make use of the understanding that they have, in the social terrain. For example, if life does 

exist on other planets, this means that there exist superior forms of social organisation, which do 

not oblige them to live as we do here, with wars. All those who accept the existence of flying 

saucers, have only reported them. Like someone projecting a light onto a wall and saying ‘this is 

a light’. They draw no conclusions. 

We, on the contrary, take up these questions in order to contribute to understanding history and, 

consequently, to develop our audacity. The basis of historical audacity is certitude. The 

Vietnamese masses are a demonstration of this. It is Marxism that gives this confidence. It is 

very important to concern ourselves with these questions. Yet we do not have time. Certainly, we 

must give full attention to those problems we find before us, without thus losing sight of other 

questions. We are not indifferent to these. We accept that extra-terrestrial beings exist, as a 

conclusion of dialectical thought. This gives us confidence that we can master no matter what 

other phenomena that exist, without being caught off-guard. These problems do not put the 

dialectical method into doubt. 

On the contrary, they do but confirm it. This is confirmed on every occasion. We believe that 

extra-terrestrial beings may exist, as well as flying saucers. This also holds, basing ourselves on 

the knowledge we have thanks to dialectics, with regard to the organisation of matter. There is no 

reason, for example, that reproduction must always take place by means of couples. There may 

also be self-reproduction, as is the case for the amoeba. 

Why could this not also be the case for humans, in future? These beings from other planets come 

to observe life down here and laugh at humans, we who fight each other over who has the most 

cannons, cars and wealth. The possession of wealth is a distortion of human feeling by societal 

organisation: instead, the human sentiment is a fraternal, collective one. Possessing wealth is a 

degeneration of these sentiments. Why does the bourgeois want twenty cars, a hundred factories, 

the rank of general – why? What does that give him? Power over others? And what then? ... It 

does not give him any capacity to raise and develop his intelligence. On the contrary, it limits it. 

The bourgeois class can have no interest in or perspective of seeking objectively to develop 

society. It is only concerned with material goods, from which it can draw profits, and thus the 

perpetuation and extension of private property. This limits its understanding and prevents it from 

thinking. Even if the information on flying saucers is fantasist – as it most often is – the 

historical basis for it is correct. 



Neither capitalism nor the bureaucracy in the workers’ states, nor any bourgeois thinker, can 

explain this. They are all at sea, overwhelmed. Those who could do so do not have the means, 

because they depend on the major scientific and research-institutions, which are themselves 

dependent on capitalism. It is necessary to try to understand these phenomena, not simply to 

increase our knowledge, but to extend the application of Marxism to all branches of knowledge. 

For example, thought. The speed of thought depends on the dominant material means. Thought is 

still very limited today. Tomorrow it will be infinitely more powerful, and quicker, too. When 

the class-struggle has been eliminated and harmony is a necessity of life, thought will have a 

field of operation and possibilities of development infinitely superior to those that exist today. 

Today, thought is very limited, from infancy onwards. To draw deeper conclusions on these 

questions, we must follow them attentively, interest ourselves with them, discuss them, learn 

about and study them. Other phenomena like that of UFOs will present themselves. A whole 

series of things will attract our attention. Is the development of matter in another universe similar 

to that here? 

If it is different, what form will it take? The utilisation of matter must, certainly, take place at a 

superior level. Organisms are not created arbitrarily, but according to certain compositions and 

relations internal to matter. The organism is structured starting from inorganic matter, then 

taking on an organic form, and then in function of the environment in which it evolves. These 

beings coming from other planets with a structure similar to mankind may well originate from a 

process of the organisation of matter similar to that on Earth. They may also have used matter in 

order to take on this form. They could do so if they have mastered science, just as here we could 

move mountains. Mao Zedong says that we must do this with a pickaxe and a spade. But those 

beings do so by means of putting the mountain’s energy into action. It is possible. But it is not a 

problem we can resolve just now. We do not have the times or the means. Already, we can 

reproduce life. Certainly, this must also be true of other planets. These beings can do that. Here, 

we transplant hearts and kidneys, fundamental organs of the human body. But it is possible that 

on other planets they create life. Engels told us that already in his time it was possible to produce 

artificial protoplasm, this being an essential basis of the cell, and thus a basis for existence. The 

discussion of these questions will soon become more generalised, because it makes for the 

progress of humanity in its integration with nature and the universe. 

J. Posadas 
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Fourth International Posadist
The Fourth International Posadist is a Trotskyist international. It was founded in 1962 by J. Posadas, who
had been the leader of the Latin America Bureau of the Fourth International in the 1950s, and of the Fourth
International's section in Argentina. Between their split from the International Secretariat of the Fourth
International in 1962 and Posadas' death in 1981, Posadists developed a strain of communism that included
several fringe ideas, which brought them into conflict with more mainstream left-wing groups.

Posadism is probably best remembered today for its enthusiasm towards utilizing the force of nuclear war as
a way of destroying capitalism[1] and its attempt to introduce elements of Ufology into Marxist thought.[2]

Arguing that only communism can allow the development of interplanetary travel, they concluded that
visiting aliens from other planets must live in highly advanced communist societies and are bound to help
Earth-based communists with bringing about the world revolution.[3][4]
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When the Fourth International (FI) split in 1953, Posadas and his followers sided with Michel Pablo and the
International Secretariat of the Fourth International (ISFI).[5] The Posadists began quarrelling with the
majority of the ISFI in 1959 over the question of nuclear war with Posadas being a proponent as, he
claimed, it would destroy capitalism and clear the way for socialism.[6] The Posadists finally split with the
ISFI in 1962 to form the Fourth International (Posadist).[7] The group initially had a following in several
countries, particularly among railway workers in Cuba, tin workers in Bolivia and farm workers in Brazil.
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There was a significant Posadist group in Cuba. Posadist guerrillas fought alongside Castro and Che
Guevara in the 1959 revolution. When the Posadists split from the Fourth International in 1962 they took the
Cuban section with them, meaning no other Trotskyist group was represented in Cuba in the 1960s.

The Posadist group was accused by Soviet-friendly forces in Cuba of arguing that the Cuban government
should forcibly expel the American military base at Guantanamo Bay and of trying to organize workers in
the town of Guantánamo to march on the nearby military base. That was taken as a justification by the
government for imposing a ban on them, Castro denouncing their influence as "pestilential" at the
Tricontinental Congress held in January 1966.[8] Cuban Posadists went on to claim that Castro had Guevara
killed when, it turned out, he was actually in Bolivia fighting with the guerrilla movement there. Conversely,
after Guevara was executed by Bolivian authorities, Posadas claimed in 1967 that Che Guevara was not
actually dead but was being kept in prison by Castro's government.[1][9]

In the late 1960s the Posadists became increasingly interested in UFOs, claiming they were evidence of
socialism on other planets.[4] The organization soon began to wane in influence and membership, aided by
an increasingly paranoid Posadas who expelled many of its members by 1975.[10]

Posadas' death in 1981 meant the virtual dissolution of the organization, with only a few isolated groups
continuing to operate to the present day.[1] In the United Kingdom, the Revolutionary Workers' Party
(Trotskyist) was founded in 1963 by Posadist members of the Revolutionary Socialist League and despite
several schisms and a dwindling membership, it continued to publish its newspaper Red Flag until
2000.[11][12]

In recent years, interests in the Posadists, particularly in regard to their views in ufology has increased, with
several satirical and non-satirical "neo-Posadist" groups emerging on social media, making Posadas "one of
the most recognizable names in the history of Trotskyism".[10][13]

One of the most well-known positions of J. Posadas was his enthusiasm for nuclear war. More precisely, at
the height of the Cold War, Posadas thought that nuclear war was inevitable. His idea was that rather than
wait for the forces of capitalism, the nuclear-armed socialist states should launch a preemptive attack that
would destroy the nuclear capabilities of capitalist countries. Additionally, he believed that this sort of
catastrophe could spark the world revolution.[1][14]

Posadas vocally opposed the Partial Test Ban Treaty signed in 1963 by the United States, the Soviet Union,
and the United Kingdom, believing that a nuclear war between the USA and Russia was inevitable and
desirable, and would create the conditions for socialism, with the "workers' states" winning and resetting
society.[15][16]

Posadas was highly interested in the way scientific advancement could improve human lives when used for
the common good, rather than for profit. In an essay written in 1978 entitled "Childbearing in space, the
confidence of humanity, and Socialism", he espoused his vision of an Utopian future under the guidance of
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Neo-Posadism

science:

Humanity feels pressed and oppressed by the straightjacket that imprisons science. For science
is oppressed! The capitalists oppress science by using it to kill people. When science is
liberated – it will not be long, in only a few years – we will wipe out all the problems, floods,
hunger and misery. All this could already be done, and it will not be long before we do. And
when we do, everyone will be an architect, an engineer, a doctor, and the like.[17]

He was also a supporter of exploration by the former USSR and the People's Republic of China. He praised
an alleged plan by the Soviet Union to have a woman give birth in space, considering such endeavors the
mark of an advanced society, that is on a path of eliminating primal needs such as survival, security and
comfort. He concluded that "if we have already the audacity to envisage childbearing in space, it is because
we feel part of a quest that transcends life on Earth." These views are in line with the more mainstream
positions of Russian cosmism and transhumanism.[17][18]

Posadas was the author of a number of works with an
unconventional slant and towards the end of his life he tried to create
a synthesis of Trotskyism and Ufology. His most prominent thesis
from this perspective was the 1968 pamphlet Flying saucers, the
process of matter and energy, science, the revolutionary and
working-class struggle and the socialist future of mankind which
exposed many of the ideas associated today with Posadism. Here,
Posadas claims that while there is no proof of intelligent life in the
universe, the science of the time makes their existence likely.
Furthermore, he claims that any extra-terrestrials visiting earth in
flying saucers must come from a socially and scientifically advanced
civilisation to master inter-planetary travel, and that such a
civilisation could have only come about in a post-capitalist world.[3]

Believing visiting aliens to be naturally non-violent, who are only
here to observe, Posadas argues that humans must call on them to intervene in solving the Earth's problems,
namely "to suppress poverty, hunger, unemployment and war, to give everyone the means to live in dignity
and to lay the bases for human fraternity". The means to achieving this end remained within the mainstream
Trotskyist and included ending capitalism as well as the bureaucracy of the workers’ states and establishing
a socialist society.[3][19]

Despite Posadas himself never publishing anything on the subject after 1968,[1] ufology nonetheless became
an important part of Posadism. After his death in 1981, some Posadists continued to explore the subject,
notably Dante Minazzoli,[20] and Paul Schulz.[13][21] Others, however, have distanced themselves from the
more unconventional notions and have claimed that Posadas' interest in extraterrestrial life was a marginal
point that was blown out of proportions.[1]

The Fourth International Posadist claims the following parties as members.[22] It is unknown how many of
these organisations still exist or how many members they have. However it is unlikely there are more than a
hundred members of the Posadist movement throughout the world. The organization currently lists contacts
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in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, however only Uruguay has a functioning party.[23]

Uruguay – Revolutionary Workers Party Trotskyist-Posadist (Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Trotskista-Posadista))

Argentina – Revolutionary Workers' Party Posadist (Partido Obrero Revolucionario –
Posadista)
Belgium – Revolutionary Worker's Party – Trotskyist (Parti Ouvrier Révolutionnaire –
Trotskiste)
Bolivia – Revolutionary Workers Party Trotskyist–Posadist (Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Trotskista Posadista))
Brazil – Brazilian Section of the Trotskyist-Posadist IVth International (Seção Brasileira da IV
Internacional Trotskista-Posadista)
Britain – Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist)[24]

Chile – Revolutionary Workers' Party (Posadist) (Partido Obrero Revolucionario (Posadista))
Colombia – Posadist Trotskyist Workers Party (Partido Obrero Trotskista Posadista)
Cuba – Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist) – (Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Trotskista))
France – Revolutionary Communist Party (Trotskyist) – (Parti Communiste Révolutionnaire
(Trotskyiste))
Germany – Posadist Communist Party (Posadistische Kommunistische Partei)
Greece – Revolutionary Communist Party-Posadists (Epanastatiko Kommounistiko Komma-
Posadistes)
Italy – Revolutionary Communist Party (Trotskyist-Posadist) – (Partito Comunista
Rivoluzionario (Trotzkista-Posadista))
Mexico – Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist) – (Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Trotskista))
Peru – Revolutionary Workers' Party (Partido Obrero Revolucionario (Trotskista))
Spain – Revolutionary Worker's Party (Trotskyist-Posadist) – (Partido Obrero Revolucionario
(Trotskista-Posadista))
United States – Revolutionary Workers Party (Trotskyist-Posadist)

1.^ As the conditions of his stay in Italy formally prevented Posadas from undertaking any
political activity, all articles written between 1968 and his 1981 death in Paris have appeared
with the dateline "1968."
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J. Posadas

J. Posadas
J. Posadas (1912–1981) (occasionally referred to as Juan Posadas), was the
pseudonym primarily associated with Homero Rómulo Cristalli Frasnelli, an
Argentine Trotskyist whose personal vision is usually described as Posadism.
Originally a collective pen name of the leadership of the Grupo Cuarta Internacional
in Argentina in the 1940s, it was also used by Dante Minazzoli initially.[1]
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Born in Argentina to Italian immigrants from the Southern town of Matera, Castrilli grew up in intense
poverty in Buenos Aires with at least nine siblings.[1] After the death of his mother, he and his brothers and
sisters had to beg from neighbours and do odd jobs for pennies in order to survive. Malnourishment left him
with permanent health problems but also influenced his views of capitalism.[1]

He gained fame playing football for Estudiantes de La Plata in his youth. In the 1930s he worked as a
shoemaker and organised a shoemakers’ and leather workers’ union in Córdoba, Argentina.

During this period he stood as a candidate for election in Buenos Aires province for the Partido Socialista
Obrero (es). He then joined the Partido de la Revolución Socialista, which affiliated to the Fourth
International in 1941 but the party quickly declined. In 1947, Cristalli and Dante Minazzoli founded the
Grupo Cuarta Internacional (GCI) as a small circle of working class militants committed to Trotskyism.[1][2]

Posadas became the leader of the Latin America Bureau of the Fourth International in the 1950s and, under
his guidance, the movement gained some influence in the region, particularly among Cuban railway
workers, Bolivian tin miners and agricultural workers in Brazil.

When the Fourth International split in 1953, Posadas and his followers sided with Michel Pablo and the
International Secretariat of the Fourth International. By 1959, however, he and his followers were
quarrelling with the leadership of the ISFI accusing them of lacking confidence in the possibility of
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revolution. They also differed over the issue of nuclear war with Posadas taking the view that "War–
Revolution" would "settle the hash of Stalinism and Capitalism" and that nuclear war was inevitable as a
socialist society would rise from the ashes. Denied the leadership of the Fourth International in 1961,[1]

Posadas and his international followers, who were concentrated in Latin America, split from the ISFI in
1962 prior to its reunification with the International Committee of the Fourth International which formed the
United Secretariat of the Fourth International.

The "Posadists" founded their own Fourth International in 1962, which started using the name Fourth
International (Posadist) only at a later time (in the early 1970s). At their founding conference the movement
proclaimed that “Atomic war is inevitable. It will destroy half of humanity: it is going to destroy immense
human riches. It is very possible. The atomic war is going to provoke a true inferno on Earth. But it will not
impede Communism.”

We are preparing ourselves for a stage in which before the atomic war we shall struggle for
power, during the atomic war we shall struggle for power and we shall be in power. There is
no beginning… there is an end to atomic war, because atomic war is simultaneous revolution
in the whole world, not as a chain reaction, simultaneous. Simultaneous doesn't mean the
same day and the same hour. Great historic events should not be measured by hours or
days, but by periods… The working class will maintain itself, [and] will immediately have to
seek its cohesion and centralisation…

After destruction commences, the masses are going to emerge in all countries – in a short
time, in a few hours. Capitalism cannot defend itself in an atomic war except by putting itself
in caves and attempting to destroy all that it can. The masses, in contrast, are going to come
out, will have to come out, because it is the only way to survive, defeating the enemy… The
apparatus of capitalism, police, army, will not be able to resist… It will be necessary to
organise the workers' power immediately.

Posadas wrote that “Nuclear war [equals] revolutionary war. It will damage humanity but it will not – it
cannot – destroy the level of consciousness reached by it… Humanity will pass quickly through a nuclear
war into a new human society – Socialism.”

The Posadist group in Cuba, the Revolutionary Workers' Party (Trotskyist) or POR(T), gained importance
due to the Cuban Revolution, in which it had a minor role. Posadist guerrillas fought alongside Fidel Castro
and Che Guevara in 1959. When the Posadists split from the Fourth International in 1962, they took the
Cuban section with them, leaving no other Trotskyist group represented in Cuba in the 1960s.

In 1961 the POR(T) argued that the Cuban government should forcibly expel the American military base at
Guantanamo Bay. According to state media, the Posadists organised workers in the town of Guantanamo to
march on the nearby military base. The POR(T) denied the allegation, but it was repeated by the Trotskyist
Socialist Workers Party in the US, which was pro-Castro and denounced the Posadists as ultra-left. Cuban
officials affiliated with the Popular Socialist Party, then raided the headquarters of the Posadist group and
smashed its printing press, which was in the process of printing an edition of Trotsky's The Permanent
Revolution (1930).

Guevara, when asked in an interview about this event, commented:

"That did happen. It was an error. It was an error committed by a functionary of second rank.
They smashed the plates. It should not have been done. However, we consider the

Nuclear war

Cuba

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stalinism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Committee_of_the_Fourth_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Secretariat_of_the_Fourth_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_International_(Posadist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fidel_Castro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Che_Guevara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guantanamo_Bay_Naval_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guant%C3%A1namo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist_Workers_Party_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partido_Socialista_Popular_(Cuba)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trotsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Permanent_Revolution


Trotskyist party to be acting against the revolution. For example, they were taking the line
that the Revolutionary Government is petty bourgeois, and were calling on the proletariat to
exert pressure on the government and even to carry out another revolution in which the
proletariat would come to power. This was prejudicing the discipline necessary at this stage."

The Cuban Posadist section became increasingly militant and was banned by the government; Castro
denounced them as "pestilential" at the Tricontinental Congress held in January 1966. Cuban Posadists went
on to claim that Castro had Guevara killed when, it turned out, he was actually in Bolivia fighting with the
guerrilla movement there. Conversely, after Guevara was executed by Bolivian authorities, Posadas claimed
in 1967 that it was unclear how Che Guevara was killed.

Beginning in 1968, Posadas also became known for his theories concerning UFOs. If anything like UFOs
existed, they could demonstrate the existence of agents able to master a very sophisticated technology,
something that would be compatible with what in this planet was advocated by socialism. If UFOs existed,
they could be allied in addressing some of the major problems in the earth.

In his pamphlet Les Soucoupes Volantes, le processus de la matiere et de l'energie, la science et le
socialisme (Flying Saucers, the process of matter and energy, science and socialism), Posadas pleaded that
"We must call upon beings from other planets when they come to intervene, to collaborate with the
inhabitants of the Earth to overcome misery. We must launch a call on them to use their resources to help
us.”

Posadist newspapers such as Red Flag, published by the Revolutionary Workers Party (Trotskyist) in
Britain, ran headlines praising Soviet cosmonauts and the launching of Chinese rockets as well as articles on
local industrial disputes.

Posadas was also thought to have a large ego as indicated by his habit of ending his articles by exclaiming
"Long live Posadas!"

This actually stemmed from the way Posadas "wrote" his documents. They were usually the transcript of
speeches delivered at party events, whether with a small group of closest collaborators, or larger activities.
In the early years, after Posadas ended his speeches with "¡Viva la Revolución Mundial!" and "¡Viva la
Cuarta Internacional!", someone else would traditionally yell "¡Viva el camarada Posadas!" – all this
would be duly reported in print.
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Posadas archive collection (http://archives.ulrls.lon.ac.uk/dispatcher.aspx?action=search&data
base=ChoiceArchive&search=priref=110049355) at Senate House Library, University of
London
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